H117 Spring 2020 Mr. Falcon
The Commitments essay				
DUE Tuesday, June 9th
One late submission period ONLY with a 20% penalty: Anytime between Wednesday, June 10th and Friday June 12th. 
No submissions after June 12: 0/100 score. 
In the film The Commitments, a group of young adults in Dublin, Ireland, decide to form a soul band. They are obviously not Black, nor Afro-American; however, they are dedicated to creating a “real” and authentic soul band.
-----------------
YOUR ASSIGNMENT: 
Determine if The Commitments engage in cultural appropriation (and/or cultural misappropriation) or not . . .  or a mix of the authentic and unauthentic. 
-> Provide specific evidence from the film, using summaries, paraphrasing, and quotations, relating them to specific concepts and quotations in the cultural appropriation readings.
-> provide specific concepts from these two  provided Read AND print OUT materials, only:                                                                                                                                                     (1)  “Cornrows and Cultural Appropriation: The Truth About Racial Identity Theft” by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar in Time Magazine;                                                                                                   (2) Cultural Appropriation: When ‘Borrowing’ Becomes Exploitation” by Olufunmilayo Arewa

The most successful essays will accomplish the following:
•       Provide a context and background to the film and the concept of cultural appropriation in the introduction, and have a thesis sentence claim as the last sentence of the introduction. 
•       Develop paragraphs that are clearly defined by their topic sentences and have abundant textual evidence and explanation of that/those evidence(s).                                                                       “Abundant textual evidence” guidelines to be satisfied in this essay:
•       Provide specific evidence with the speakers in the film clearly identified by “stage” name. https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0101605/fullcredits?ref_=tt_ql_1
*      Provide at least four relevant-to-your-claims quotations or paraphrases from the film. You may use the online script at    http://www.springfieldspringfield.co.uk/movie_script.php?movie=commitments-the (which provides all dialogue, but you have to furnish the names of the speakers; this is easy to do once you have positively identified the characters via IMDb).
•       Do not include materials from any resource not provided.
•       Be free of grammatical and spelling errors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minimum word count: 900 words; the introduction may be no more than 20% of your total word count.  Provide a total word count of the essay after your last paragraph. Do NOT count any words in the headings.
